District 7 Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
November 20, 2025
Discovery Living, Cedar Rapids, IA

Council Members Present: Alyssa Hennings(Teams), Hershel Jackson(Teams), Krista Sigel, Michael Schreck, Stephanie Millard, Todd Foldesi, Whitney Alber(Teams)
Absent: Danica Packingham
Staff Present: Julie Davison, CEO; Jody Bridgewater, DSN Program Manager; Lucia Herman, DSN Program Manager; Juli Cameron; Deb Seymour-Guard, CFO(Teams); Don Shramek, Business Program Manager(Teams)
Public Present:  Todd Lange(Teams)


Julie Davison called the meeting to order at 9:35 A.M.  At this time each council member gave a brief introduction and noted their relationship with the disability system.  

Julie Davison explained that the Disability Access Point is responsible for appointing the Council Chairperson.  Stephanie Millard was appointed and has accepted the role as Council Chair for the District 7 Advisory Council.

Review and approval of prior meeting minutes.
M/S/C: Krista Sigel and Todd Foldesi to approve the prior meeting minutes.

The Council reviewed the Advisory Council Charter.  Julie Davison noted that only minor updates were required by HHS following the previous review.  Specifically, language was added to state that Advisory Council meetings are subject to open records law, and the document name was changed from “Bylaws” to “Charter.”  No additional revisions were required.
M/S/C: Krista Sigel and Todd Foldesi to approve the Advisory Council Charter

Julie Davison informed the Council that Shannon Russell submitted her resignation.  Julie suggested considering applicants that had previously submitted applications instead of re-advertising.  
M/S/C: Krista Sigel and Todd Foldesi to approve acceptance of Shannon Russell’s resignation and to proceed with selecting replacement from prior applicants.



Todd Foldesi volunteered for nomination of Vice Chairperson.
M/S/C: Michael Schreck and Krista Sigel to approve election of Todd Foldesi as Vice Chairperson.

Julie Davison reviewed the draft District Assessment, which was submitted to HHS on November 15, with final approval expected by December 15.  She noted that the DAP will continue gathering community feedback through navigators and Advisory Council members, and that outreach responsibilities will be distributed among navigators, program managers, and leadership.

The group discussed upcoming meeting dates and agreed the next meeting will be January 22nd at 9:30 a.m.  The January meeting will be at The Arc of East Central Iowa in Cedar Rapids.  February and March meetings will also be scheduled for the 4th Thursday, with locations to be determined.  Members were encouraged to submit agenda topics or suggest presenters for future meetings.
M/S/C: Krista Sigel and Todd Foldesi to approve the meeting schedule.

Open Discussion:
Council members discussed potential impacts of Olmstead recommendation on large residential care facilities, tiered services, and funding for services.  It was noted that providers continue to face challenges with assessment scoring, staffing, and reimbursement rates.

The meeting adjourned at 10:47 a.m.






   
