
Title: An Act relating to the term brain health (HSB76 and SSB1078).
Excerpted summary: This bill relates to the term “brain health”. The bill includes brain illnesses in the legislative findings relating to
services to persons with mental illness, an intellectual disability, developmental disabilities, or brain injury in Code chapter 225C (mental
health and disability services). The bill provides that the general assembly finds that reducing the stigma associated with brain health
disease and brain illness and to assist Iowans in receiving brain health diagnosis and treatment, the terms “brain health” or “brain illness”
may be used synonymously with the terms “mental health” and “mental illness” to allow for more preventative and earlier treatments of
those Iowans with brain health issues.

Introduced Bills

As the session progresses in Des Moines, we will share important bills that are introduced and eventually move forward through
the system. When possible, we’ll share our registered stance on them (For, Against or Undecided) and what those bills could
mean to us and other residents in our region. At this moment, so early in the session, there are a small handful of bills being
introduced which pertain to brain health and disabilities. We will track them closely and report them to you as they develop. 
 Here are three bills introduced this week.

Brain Health Language Bill
A bill authored by a grassroots organization in our own region, Brain Health Now, was introduced this week and made it through
the first round of approvals in house and senate sub-committees.

As a region, we have supported the efforts of and actively collaborated with Brain Health Now to reduce the stigma surrounding
brain health issues. We have registered our support of this bill.  Pictured here are, l to r: Mae Hingtgen (ECR); Claira Sieverding
Kapraun (Brain Health Now), Representative Steven Bradley (Jones Cty), Representative Shannon Lundgren (Dubuque Cty),   
 Debi Butler (Brain Health Now), Representative Mary Madison (Polk Cty) and Representative Lindsay James (Dubuque Cty).
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Title: An Act prohibiting specified provisions in agreements between employers and

Excerpted summary: This bill prohibits an employer from entering into an agreement

Title: An Act relating to loan repayments made by the college student aid commission
under the mental health professional loan repayment program and including
applicability provisions.
Excerpted summary: This bill relates to loan repayments made by the college student aid
commission under the mental health professional loan repayment program. The
program provides loan repayments for mental health professionals who agree to practice
in an eligible practice area, as defined in Code section 261.117, for five years if the
individual engages in full-time practice or for seven years if the individual engages in
part-time practice. The bill provides that the college student aid commission is to make
loan repayments annually after the completion of each year of practice.

Non-Compete Bill

certain mental health professionals and including effective date provisions (HSB8).

with a licensed mental health professional that limits the location at which the licensee
may practice, prohibits the licensee from contacting for professional services a person
previously treated by the licensee, or imposes a time restriction on the practice of the
licensee. The bill defines “mental health professional” to mean the same as defined in
Code section 228.1, but not including a psychiatrist. 

This bill is directly related to our first legislative priority for 2023: Reducing barriers to
availability of Direct Support Professionals and other mental health professionals. This
bill addressees non-compete clauses that keep professionals from working for more
than one provider. As a region, we have prioritized access to services, so when
professionals are limited in their practice, it impacts the availability of
services.

Loan Repayment Bill

This bill is somewhat related to our first legislative priority for 2023: Reducing barriers
to availability of Direct Support Professionals and other mental health
professionals. By providing assistance with loan repayments, this could encourage
more professionals to enter the field of brain health and disabilities services.

We will watch these and other bills as they move through the process and how they
align with our legislative priorities.


